
Sustainability Committee 

Minutes of Meeting 

February 6, 2013 

 

Present: Lynn Stoddard, Bill Lennon, Rich Miller, Vera Ward, Kristin Schwab, Julia Sherman, Doug 

Goodstein (guest), Coleen Spurlock (guest),  Lon Hultgren (staff),  Jennifer Kaufman (staff), Virginia 

Walton (staff) 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30.  

 

Through Webex, the committee listened to Leslie Oberholtzer of Farr Associates review assessment tools 

that are available to evaluate the zoning and subdivision regulations. The strength of the newly piloted 

STAR Community Rating System is in its organization; whereas, LEED ND, which is designed for 

specific projects, has well developed metrics. She explained the relevance of using transect zones to 

systemize the analysis and coding of traditional development patterns.  Members were directed to look 

through the Essential Smart Growth Fixes for Rural Communities and its companion manual Essential 

Smart Growth Fixes for Suburban Communities. Kaufman and Painter will discuss next steps with Goody 

Clancy and Farr Associates. Kaufman will send materials for the committee review as needed.  The next 

sustainability committee meeting will be on March 7, 2013 with Leslie Oberholtzer,  

  

The January 9, 2013 minutes were approved on a motion by Shapiro/Lennon. 

 

Hultgren reported on the progress of the bike friendly community application. Hultgren, Kaufman and 

Walton have split up the application form and begun gathering information, with the goal of having it 

ready for the July deadline. The bike map brochure has already been revised and will be posted on the 

Town website. Hultgren, Kaufman and Walton will begin enlisting participants for a bike advisory group. 

It was noted that there are separate applications for communities and campuses, although the Town and 

University will work together to complement each other’s efforts. There was discussion about receiving 

guidance from bike groups to help develop safe routes through Storrs Center since there are no designated 

bike lanes. Miller suggested a bike map(s) clearly showing bike routes from UConn to outdoor recreation 

areas that include degree of difficulty and travel time. He stated that it is often hard for students to find 

clearly marked trail entrances as well as local recreational destination. 

 

Kaufman reported that the next Mansfield Tomorrow program will be a community visioning forum at 

EO Smith High School on March 9, 2013 from 9 am to noon followed by an open house from 1 pm to 4 

pm. 

 

Walton distributed Solarize flyers. Walton will send the solarize press release to Miller so that he can 

circulate among University staff. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 7, 2013 and will be in the Town Council Chambers.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:44 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Virginia Walton 


